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As time weat on, the weather got colder and mose fierce. The days were shor, visibility was
often <o poor that they came near plunging aver clifs in blizzards,

While Lt. Jarvis and company were enroute north, unknown to them, a mate Tilton had struggled
south from the whaling fleet 1o tell the world of the whalers fate. When he reached Si Michaels
he heard of the mission to drive reindeer | tevmed it as * i

Many times the hospitality was poor but they managed to keep the expedilion members
alive and pushing onward.

Upon reaching Cape Prince af Whales, about 500 0 onth of 1. Michael, L. Jarvis succeeded
in peesuading a missianary, W. T. Lopp and the eskimo “Charlie” (Artisarlook), to lend them theis
maost valued 400 reindeer 1o the expedition and to move them onward towand Point Barow 800
miiles to the north. This part of the jouney imposed grave fatigue on all members of the expedition.
Bitter weather, blowing spow, blizzards, roug) n, and short days wmed the expediton into
narish ordeal. However, Jarvis remained as determined as ever, As LL Jarvis related in his
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“We drew up alongside at 4 PM., and going aboard annaunced aurselves and our mission,

but it was some time before the fist astonishment and incredulousness could wear off and

4 welcome be extended 10 us.”

Lt. Jarvis found outbreaks of scurvy, poor living conditions, very peor morale, and critical food
shortage among the i marooned whalers, It was clear that the whalers had been thraugh
hell and that they were waiting for inevitable death,

The arrival of fresh meat soon helped cure the scurvy and LI Jarvis set about 1o improve the
living conditions and morale by osganizing the viciims and building mare adequate quarters ashore
using. paris of the icebound vessels, Nu\v sanitation facilities were constructed, cleanliness was
enforced and al help was administe
Jarv bpcaine the sole avbiter and Senled disputes where necessary. He dispursed supplics
equitably and prodently, Baschall games were organized in an attempt to bring the victims out
of their depress wl provide much needed exercise
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