D-DAY +50 YEARS: WE WILL NOT FORG

On the Sth of June, 1994, USCGC Daflas departed Portsmouth, LK under
briliant sunshine. Milions watched, both from the shotes of Portsmouth and
arcund the world, via satelite, as "Operation Ramsay” began. This operation
consasted of 12 vessels from arcund the workd paricipating n a méd-channel
expicise 1o honor e ships and men who made the same historc crossing
Mty yoars before

Vessels from the Urited States, Unted Kingdom, France, Greece,
Canada, Poland, Romans, and e Netherands ned up in two parakel
columna 200 yards span with onty 500 yards between each baw and stern
As the formason fook shape, @ Biitish Alrwnys Concord jet and a Frenth
Mivage Fighlet jet swooped in for a closer look After everyone was in
position, the enfire formation, 2 abreast and 6 deep, siowed 1o 5 knots in
preparaian fof e wieath aying ceremonies that woukd honos the thousands
of Aled souls lost during the invasion of Normandy.

In the distance, three oversize fags, the Royal Coat of Arms, the British
Natonal Ensign, and the Church Pennant, could be seen gracefully fiying 1o
port, as the Royal Yacht B @ made her way toward the formaton with
HIS Active following close astem. On tho decks of Bntannia, Qusen
Elgabieth, President Clinlon, and mary othes Heads of State and Miltary
Commanders made st minute preparations. for the Pass-and-Review thal
would take Srtanma down the center of the formation. Wieh the rals manned
and the Church Pennants hauled-up, each ship would call “Aftention” as
Betannia nppeoached  Once Brtannia was abeam of each vessel, selected
crewmpmbers would foss a wreath loward Brtannia o the channed in
remembrance of thase who paid the ulmate price for reedom and peace

On baard Dalas, Mr. Charles Thorn, Ensign Deaver, and Senior Chiel
Segarma were the free crewmembors chosen [o toss e wieath on behalfl of
the crew of Dallas and the men and women of the United States Coast
Guard, Mr. Tham, who joined Dallas during her stop in Bangor, Northern
Wetand, served on LST 381 that landed troops on Omaha Beach on D-Day
Pow, 50 years later, he was sleaming toward France again, but this time
participatng in the Aled Commamcration instend of the Abed Irvasion.
Jeared the beading pair of ships, 8 WWII Lancaster
wef on the hotiron behind e formasion As the formation
fer Mew past Bhe formaton
med North toward the Brifannia. Dvopping 1o an altitude of only a mere
200 foet sbave the taliest mast, the Lancasior passed down the center of the
formation. The entre evend, from the By-by of he various arcrall, to e
formation steaming mnd fh Pass-and-Review, was cxtract@inary in it
acetul precsion. Thioe cruse ners. inchiding e Queen Ekzabeth 11,
witnested the entre ceremorny, As Brifannis saded over the horizon and the

ancaster dsappeared Wom view, 8 sense of melancholy overshadowed the
cew s they waldhed the wreaths dill sienly past. 1l appeared that
everyone, though most were much o0 young 1o remember the orignal D-
Dy, were able fo comg the: of th
commemceative events, many of ihe crew wers drawn doser 104 genesation
o soldiers and sailors who sacrificed their fufures so Bhat the coming
generations could have o future free of oppression and tyranny.




