SUSIE'S STORY

In June of 1944, Pooks, England was
Bome o Vince Signorel, batior known to
his shipmates, and & 10 year-ckd local gil
named Susic Dyeft, as “Cookie™. Mr
Sigreredi had been assigned as a cook to
USCG 49 earlior thal year. This vessel
was one of he sty eighty-thiee fool
wooden-hulled patrol boats Mal comprised
Coast Guard Rescue Flotila One. Many
o Bwse boats were stationed in Poole
that year, awaiting the message thal
would launch Bem into hstory

May of that same year, itle Susie
could b found playing with classmates
down o the quay where the Coast Guard
patrol boats weve moored. Eventually.
out of curiosity, the chidren were diawn to
the patrol boats and were befriended by
some of the crewmembers. "Coolie”
prested the chidren with a warm smile,
and usually some homemade cookies or
wweets. Soon, Cookie and Suske became
oo frisnds vrting with each other
aimost daily ot the quay. Then, in early
June, the ward finally came - “Operation
ericed” had commenced and the
Rescue Flotila had 1o leave

Susie wan ead 1o see ber new hiend
keave, b before he lofi, she gave him a
signed photograph. Summer of 1944 was
e Last time they would ever see each
et The war soon ended and they both
survtved. Cookie went back to the States.
Susie remained in Poole, Cookie had
fept the picture of the itle gil from Poole
and, many years later, as b was fnalizing
his plans 1o refuin to Poole for the S0th
anniversary of the vasion, he decided o
Iry to locate his friend Susie.

M. Signorell began his search by
contacting friends across the United
States, who eventualy placed him in
contact with anather native of Poole, Mrs
Mair Beamish. He explaned to her all he
ke about Susio was her frst name and
that she was & resident of Poole in 1944
and that he had a photograph of what she
looked like back in 1944. Not much to
work with, bt determined to hedp, Mrs.
Beamish ran the photo and a smal arce
inthe Poole "Evening Echa™ It wasnt
leng before phone calls flooded in with.
nformation about the ittle girl. 1 can't
bebeve 1”2 stunned Susle remanked, “To
think b remembered me and kept that
phato all these yoars! 'm Rattered to say
the least!”
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The tweo frends were reunited on 02 June, 1994, almest Bty years 1o the day snce they had last sel eyes on one
anather. The te eunion took place ot a reception hosted by Mrs. Beamish for the Coast Guard Rescue Flatila One
weterans and USCGC Dallas crewmembers. Later that evening, the rest of the Dallas crew got a chance to meet
Susie and Cookie, as well as the other veterans, at a reception held on Diallas




