POOLE: HOME OF RESCUE FLOTILLA ONE

Fifly yeass ago, the town of Poole, England, was home to sity woaden-tufled B3 foot
Coast Guard patral boats. These vessels, previously Atlanbc and Gulf Coast Anti Submadine
cralt collectively formed Coast Guard Rescue Flotita One The flotila, tasked with Search
and Rescun, perfomed their missson admiably by rescuing 1 487 American, British and
c off the shoces of N y during the D-Diy USCGC Dallas
arrived olf Pocks on the maming of 01 June 1994, ancheting about 3,000 yards off shore
Even though the ship was close to shore, a small boal ride to the downlown pied was farty
minutes each way. Aware of Bhe incotwenlence, the Royal Marines volunbeened their services
by peoviding & manned LCU {Larding Craft, Uiikty]. o descendent of those used in the D-Day
invasson, 1o ransport Daifes crewmembess 1o and from the pier on @ somewhat regular
schedule

Shortly after anchoring, Vice Admiral Paul Weling, Atlantic Avea Commander, and
Captan Hill doparted fo call on the Mayor of Pacle, the Commandand of e local Reyal
Marine base and the National Hesgquarters foe the Reyal National Lifeboat Institute
Unfortunatety, due 1o the distance invoived between shore and shig. soma modarate soas
ard the limited availabifty of water s, there were few visitors for the ship. The following
day Dallas hasted a reception for 150 people on the fight deck. The guirsts of honor were
thirty-5ix Normandy vederins, twenty-nine of whom wese Coast Guard velesans
Astonishingty, some af the non-Coast Guard veterans wore actually rescued by some of the
Cowst Guard veterans present of the reception. The veterars had many interesting stodes to
share with the younsg coow of the Dalles

Tive highlight af the Poake visit was on 03 June when Me_ Jack Campbel witnessed the
fruits of his laboes aver fhe past saveral years. He wanbed the Coast Guard 10 recognize the
importance of Pocle and to thank the citizens of Poole for what he described s the
“incredile hospitalty” the citizens paid to the Coast Guardsmen during the war. As the
Coast Guard Band played, two Dallas Color Guards, one in vintage WWII urdorms, and an
Honcd Gisard of neacly Bty stiong led Bie parade theough the city stieets. This wars followed
by n memorial service sl e parssh church and aRerwards, Mr. Campbell, the Mayor of
Poale, and VADM Weling unveded a plague on the very quay where the vessels of Rescue
Flotila One had moored just ity years ago.




