P with the Dep of G BIBE was detailed to patrol the first weather
observing station in the North Atlantic,

During the earyl years of WWIl, BISS was tramferred 10 the command of the U, S, Navy, amd
with her incressed armament, she asumed convoy and pattol dutics in the Caribbean, the
Mediterranean, and the familiar waters of the Nosth Atlantic, In the meantime, hes search
and rescue mission was noe altogeth for in Sep 1342 she picked up &1 sur-
vivors of the 55 PENIMAR and during one day, February 7, 1843, BIBG rescued 202 survivess
from the $5 HENRY MALLOEY and 33 survivers from the 58 KALLIOPL,

Tn Tanuaey 1945, afeer undergoing further conversion, BIBE steamed to the Pacific Theater to
serve as a landing opeeations flagship in the Okinawa campaign, She took part [n the amphib-
ious operations on eight small islands of the mountalnous Kerama Hetto, about 15 miles soutly
of Okinawa’s southern tip, where the firs landings by Ametican troops were made on Japanese
soil. In this area she survived 55 enemy alr ralds and was credited with shooting down at least
one Japanese aireraft,

After the war, BISS returned to the Coast Guard, uiderwent extensive Teconversion, and re-
sumed her peacetigie dutles, On October 14, 1847, while fighting full gale winds and heavy
seas, she recovered all 09 survivors aboard the transoceanie air liner, BEAMUDA SKY QUEEN,
which had bees forced to diteh in the Atlantle, A year later she sped into 40 foot seas o save
40 men from the siaking fishing schooner, CASPAR.

BIBE is named after the 17th Secretary of the Treasury, Geotge M. Bibb, Her full complement
13 13 officers and 146 enlisted men, She is now homeported in Boston, and ler primary mission
Is to petform ocean station patrols and search and rescie duties, She also performs other Coast
Guard duties, as assigned, such as law enf B of ying menaces to navigar
tion; observing, Teporting and 5 defective aids to navigation; and p g water
safety. She maintaing a high statg of operational and millitary ceadiness in erder to assist in
earrylig out the dutics of the Coast Guard and the United States,




